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DATES TO
REMEMBER

All meetings are
held in the
Conference Room
unless otherwise
specified

Thursday, August 12"
9:30 — 11:30 am
SOC Committee

Bernice Fortini
and Pat Graunke

Thursday, August 26"
LWVChicago & AAUW
Celebration of the
Passage of
Women’s Suffrage
5:30 — 7:30 pm
O’Briens Restaurant

Saturday, August 28"
Unit Leaders Meeting
10:00 am-noon

Education Committee
Chair — Winnie Slusser

Natural Resources
Water
Chair — Margaret Herring

Environment
Chair — Pat Graunke

Membership Committee
Chair — Bernice Fortini

Social Policy Committee
Chair — Lois Snyder

Health Care

Chair — Clara Fleming

Call 312-939-5935x28
For more information

Co-President’s Column

Thank you for your confidence in electing me to serve as co-president of
LWV Chicago. | look forward to working with Esta and with each of you.

The Chicago League has weathered difficulties in recent years and it has
done so through the commitment and generosity of its members. On behalf
of the board, our thanks to each of you.

LWVChicago looks forward to an interesting and busy year. The Board of the
Chicago League invites you to participate in the following: Education
Studies: Local and National. The Chicago League’s position is out-of-date
because of changes enacted by the General Assembly. Winnie Slusser is
chairing the education studies. Please call or email Winnie to join her
committee. The committee is particularly seeking the participation of a parent
with children enrolled in the Chicago Public Schools.

At its Convention in June the LWVUS adopted education and privatization
for study and consensus. The National League is organizing its study
committees which will distribute background and study materials to local
Leagues. Work on the education study will follow our local study and
consensus. We will need someone interested in chairing the committee on
the privatization study when material is made available on that issue.

So much to learn and so little time. The membership committee is organizing
a monthly series of Lunch with the League meetings. The committee
provides beverages and dessert and you bring your lunch and your curiosity.
The first LwtL will be September 15" at 12:15 pm in the League conference
room. Bill Simes of the U.S. EPA will talk about the incident command
structure that the federal government uses to respond to catastrophes such
as the 2005 Gulf hurricanes and the 2010 Gulf Oil Spill. Mr. Simes has
worked on both responses.

Note that LWV Cook County is also presenting a similar series about Cook
County government. Notices of both series are in the Voter and sent by e-
mail.

In 2011 redistricting will occur at all levels of government. LWVIllinois
continues to work for compact, contiguous districts that adhere to the
minority representation provisions of the Voting Rights Act. On September
15 at 2:00 p.m. (following the LWVChicago’s LwtL), the LWVIllinois invites
members interested in the redistricting of the Cook County Board to a
meeting, also in the League’s conference room.

The social policy committee meets monthly; their meeting schedule is in this
Voter. continued on page 2



Early in 2011 LWVUS and LWVII will ask us to
contact our legislators. They will provide ques-
tions and background information. If you are
interested in meeting with your own represent-
atives or with members of the Chicago delega-
tion to the General Assembly and Congress,
please let me know. Also would you help organ-
ize these interviews? You can do this from your
home. And, please, do not be deterred if you
have never interviewed a legislator. The League
supports its members and legislators know the
League of Women Voters.

The development committee is already at work
planning the 2011 State of the City® Luncheon.
Call Pat Graunke or Bernice Fortini to work on
this major fundraising effort.

Unit meetings offer members opportunities to
learn about issues and the responses of the
government to these issues. Our positions are
reached by consensus at Unit meetings. Thus
these meetings are an integral part of League
action.

This Voter and the following Voters will present
opportunities to participate in League activities.
Try one.

Enjoy the summer,

LWVCHICAGO PLANS

At the Summer Board Meeting we roughed out
our plans for the year. We have returned, wher-
ever possible, to briefing sessions at the end of
the month for presentation at the Unit meeting
the next month. Our tentative calendar is to be
found on page 9.

We still have an all-member meeting to plan for
the fall/winter. Meetings are scheduled for the
LWV Conference Room unless otherwise noted.
Those with TBD after them may be changed, or
we may meet in the Conference Room of the
building on the fourth floor. This is not set in
stone, it is a tentative calendar.

Please take League meetings into consideration
as you plan for the 2010-2011 year. We would
like as many of you to participate as can do so.
Please join us to make our government more
responsive to our positions.

Our new Board Member - Martha Music

“Who knew when | joined the League just a few
short months ago, that | would become one of
your newest Board Members.” so writes Martha
Music, appointed to the LWVChicago Board at
its meeting in June.

Martha is a child of two armed service
personnel, her mother had to retire when she
was pregnant with her older sister, she notes
that we need to keep going on the Suffrage
Movement to gain true equality for women.

Martha has lived in many places in the United
States, born in Massachusetts, she moved to
Pennsylvania and New Jersey. After high
school, where she fell in love with computers,
she worked in Texas in the banking Industry
supporting and introducing new “technology” to
banks, savings and loans, mortgage companies
and consumers. The company was Electronic
Data Systems, and the man at the top was the
former presidential candidate, Ross Perot.

After Texas she moved back to Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, working at a savings and loan
using new technology, which she loves. The
savings and loan that she worked for was
acquired by the Federal Savings and Loan
Insurance Corporation (now disbanded), and
she was again looking for work. Fortunately she
found a new job at the then Manufacturers
Hanover Trust Bank in NY, which became
Chemical Bank, then Chase, and now JPMorgan
Chase. At present, she is a Vice President at
JPMorgan and proud of the company. “Yes, we
are a “big Wall Street bank” but we are also a
community bank. | am in the Retail Technology
division and my colleagues and | work very hard
every day to bring the consumer a better
banking experience using technology as a tool
to make this happen.

“l joined as | understand a nonpartisan organiz-
ation, one that examines issues, debates them
and then makes recommendations or takes a
position based on a majority. | think putting
‘Party’ aside, people just looking to get by, pride
for family, buy a home, take an annual vacation,
etc., are more alike than apart. This message
needs to given to the “politicians” and it is
organizations that do not align themselves with
one party that can and will make the difference.”

Mantha Music



THE ELECTION CALENDAR

NOVEMBER GENERAL ELECTION

The November General Election will be held on
November 2, 2010, with polling places open
from 6 amto 7 pm.

EARLY VOTING will be available from October
11 through 29, 2010 from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm,
Monday through Saturday. Each ward will have
one Early Voting Site, plus you can also go to
the Board of Election Commissioners at 69 W.
Washington. All sites are handicapped
accessible with parking (except the downtown
site). Voters will not be asked to give a reason
for voting early.

REGISTRATION:  Will close on October 5,
2010. Deputy registrars must turn in all
registration forms no later than October 6, 2010.

"GRACE PERIOD” REGISTRATION AND
VOTING will be available from October 5
through 16, 2010. This can only be done at
69 W. Washington and voting must be done
absentee at this time.

ABSENTEE BALLOTS: A registered voter may
request an Absentee Ballot for from October 4
through 28, 2010. Returned Absentee Ballots
must be postmarked before the polls close on
November 2, 2010.

MuUNICIPAL ELECTION

DAY OF ELECTION: Polling places will be open
from 6 am to 7 pm on February 22, 2011.

EARLY VOTING: January 31, 2011 to February
17, 2011, 9:00 am to 5:00 pm, Monday through
Saturday. There will be one Early Voting Site per
ward, plus the Board of Election Commis-
sioners site at 69 W. Washington. New this year
are three additional sites at lllinois State
Universities. See above for notes.

REGISTRATION will close on January 25, 2011.
Deputy Registrars must turn in all registration
forms no later than January 26, 2011.

“GRACE PERIOD” REGISTRATION AND
VOTING, January 26, 2011 to February 11,
2011. See restrictions above.

ABSENTEE BALLOTS may be requested from
January 13, 2-11 to February 17, 2011.
Returned Absentee Ballots must be postmarked
before the polls close on February 22, 2011.

Deputy Registrar Training will be conducted at
69 W. Washington, 8" floor conference room. If
you are interested, contact Terry Williams
through the office 312-939-5935x28. You must
be approved for this training through the League
in order to be registered. This is League work.

August Training Sessions are scheduled for

Saturday, August 21. 9:30 am - class
registration closes on August 19. Terry will
register you.

Wednesday, August 25 — 6:00 pm — registration
closes on August 23.

POLL WATCHING

LWVChicago’s Voter Service Chair will provide
poll watching training for Chicago Leaguers if
requested. Call the office to sign up for training
312-939-5935x28.

Jevy Williams

Voter Service Chair

DID YOU KNOW?

In general, about 71% of the eligible citizens are
registered to vote and in the 2008 elections 64%
of the registered voters actually voted. The
highest rate of voting is for the older members of
the population.

For more information about voting patterns see:
http://www.census.gov/prod/2010pubs/p20-562.pdf

At the present some statistics about women
holding public office are:
e US Senate — 17 women (17%)
US House — 73 women (17%)
State governors — 6 (12%)
lllinois Senate — 13 (22%)
lllinois House — 35 (30%)
Chicago Aldermen — 19 (38%)

Ftelene Gabelnick

Vice president



TAXES — WHY, WHAT, How?

This is an election year, so as you look at the
candidates for state legislature (and the
governor /lieutenant governor) consider their
positions on income taxes. LWVIL has long
worked for SB174 and its predecessor SB750,
which we have supported in light of the LWVIL
long standing position for adequate funding of
public education and other human services.

Here is a short summary of information we feel
will be of interest to you, hoping that you will use
it and share it with others.

The following is a synopsis of material from Who
Pays published by the Institute on Taxation &
Economic Policy (Third Edition — November
2009) and from other sources.

As you know, the combination of Income, Prop-
erty and Sales Tax are the three basic sources
of revenue for the State of lllinois. As approx-
imately the seventh wealthiest state in the na-
tion, lllinois has the dubious honor in running
sixth with a regressive tax system. The five
which considered more regressive than lllinois
do not have an income tax and rely totally on
property and sales taxes.

Nationwide the lowest 20% pay 7% in Sales and
Excise taxes, 3.5% in Property Tax and just a
shade over 0 in Income Tax with the wealthiest
1% paying less than 1% in Sales Tax, a bit over
1% in Property Tax and a bit over 5% in State
Income Tax offset by over 1% on Federal Offset
for itemized deductions, resulting in a 4% rate
for Income Tax.

As a measure of regressivity — the sales tax is
considered the most regressive. Because food
and clothing are necessities for all, regardless of
income, the burden of a sales tax on any of
these items falls hardest on the poor. While the
lowest 20% of the population pay about 7% of
their income on sales tax, the top 1% pay only
1% of their income (the middle section pays
about 10% of their earnings). Property tax,
which renters pay through their rent, accounts
for about 5% of the lowest 20% of the population
and only 2.5% of the top 1%. The fact that the
graduated income tax takes only 1% of the
lowest 20% and 2.6% of the top 1% does not
offset the fact that the lowest 20% of the
population pay double the amount of their
income in taxes.

lllinois regressive features include

o Flat rate income tax
Few exemptions
Gives back credit on US income tax
Local and state sales taxes high
Food is taxed throughout the state

In actuality comparing to the national average,
we pay overall 5.6% less in sales and excise
taxes, 18.6% more in property tax and 27% less
in income tax.

Looking at the differences between 1997 and
2007 there was an increase in sales tax and
other taxes, and a decrease in property and
income tax, all less than a 2% variation.

When you also look at the fact that lllinois has
fallen either dead last and never more than two
from the bottom in disparity in wealth of school
districts you will see that this is because of the
over-reliance on the property tax, which is part
of the basic funding for schools.

Our neighboring states:

e Wisconsin has a graduated income tax
structure, refunds earned income tax
credit (EITC) and property tax. The
lowest 20% pay only 9.2% in total taxes
with the highest 6.7% after offset.

¢ Indiana provides EITC and does not tax
food but also has a flat tax rate and low
exemptions on income tax. Their lowest
pays 11.9% of their income in total taxes
and the wealthiest only 5.3% after offset.

e Missouri has a graduated income tax and
excludes food from its sales tax. It is
regressive in deducting federal income
tax, with narrow brackets and has no
EITC. Their lowest 20% pay 9.6% in total
tax while the wealthiest pay 5.4% after
offset.

e lowa has a graduated income tax and
EITC excluding food from its sales tax.
Its lowest 20% pay 22% of their wealth in
income while for the wealthiest it is 6.0%
after offset.

The booklet covers all of the states with similar
information, and lllinois does not rate well.

Material taken from Who Pays, Third Edition, November
2009, by the Institute on Taxation & Economic Policy.



EDUCATION

Below is the present position on local school
governance in Where We Stand 2008-2010
(under SCHOOL GOVERNANCE)

“The League supports a legally constituted local
school council with some authority at each local
school. The council should include parents, teachers,
community representatives and the principal. The
council should have final authority for the expenditure
of discretionary funds and the student code of
conduct and should have advisory roles only in the
hiring and firing of the principal and teachers,
preparation of the lump sum budget and textbook
selection.

PRINCIPALS: Principals should select their teachers
and staff, prepare a school budget and have use of
the discretionary fund as approved by the local
school council. They should consult with teachers to
choose textbooks from an approved citywide list.”

We will be asking for consensus in the fall on
various questions which the present position
covers. Basically:

e Are we still in favor of Local School
Councils?

LWVChicago was enthusiastic about LSC’s
when they were formed as elected bodies
because we were interested in decentralization
and wanted more “local control.” Given the fact
that these are mandated by the School Code of
lllinois in Section 34 (which applies only to
Chicago) do we want to consider whether this is
an item we want to lobby for or against? In
essence they are mini Boards of Education for
each local school with somewhat more limited
power than a true Board of Education.

e Should their role be strictly advisory
except in very limited cases?

Again what will we lobby for? We were not sure
that the members of the councils would be
adequately informed, but the Chicago Board of
Education (CBofE) has provided a training
manual and the training for all members of
today’s councils.

e Should all councils be the same size and
identical in composition?

Schools sizes range from approximately 100 to
5,000. Elementary and high schools have
different needs.

e Should all councils be the same
composition as presently found in the law
— six (6) parents, two (2) teachers, two
(2) community members the principal
plus a student for high schools or should
they be reflective of their school type?

There is no problem with the community when
you talk about a neighborhood school, but what
constitutes the community for those with
expanded (up to half of the city or the whole
city). Should high schools have greater numbers
including more teachers in the mix and should
the principal have a vote?

Since a parent representative is required not to
be a CBofE employee — should there be a
possible additional school staff person who at
the same time could be a parent?

Should there be more teacher representation,
especially in high schools?

e Exactly how much power does the
present LSC have under Board
constraints?

At present, the Board requires LSC members to
be trained. Under the powers for selection of the
principal, they MUST use a Board-approved list
and cannot go beyond it. Evaluation of the
principal is done with a CBofE form. The council
is given the “lump sum budget” to which the
school is entitled, and must staff and supply the
school based on this information. The textbook
list is set by the Board of Education. Teachers
are certified by the state and are listed by the
CBofE, and under No Child Left Behind (NCLB)
certification is required. There are limits to the
funding which the LSC can obtain — but that
does not preclude the use of a “friends of that
school” group raising money.

And then, what can be mandated for those
schools which are Charter Schools and Contract
School whose governing boards are those of the
organizations which receives the charter or
contract? All these are required to be not-for-
profit, but there is nothing to preclude their hiring
a for-profit corporation to run the school

The finalization of these questions will be made
in the late summer-early fall — please join the
Education Committee — contact Winnie Slusser
by email WinnieSlusser@AOL.COM or call the
office 312-939-5935 x28.



CLIMATE CHANGE

There are three numbers we should know: 275,
392, and 350.

For much of human history until about 200 years
ago, our atmosphere contained 275 parts per
million of carbon dioxide. 275 ppm is a useful
amount of CO, — without some CO, and other
greenhouse gases that trap heat in the
atmosphere; our planet would be too cold for
human habitation.

Beginning in the 18" century, humans began
taking millions of years’ worth of carbon, stored
beneath the earth as fossil fuels, and releasing it
into the atmosphere as CO,. The amount of
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere began to rise,
at first slowly and now more quickly. As of June
2010 (and this is the second number), the planet
has 392 parts per million CO, — and this number
is rising by about 2 ppm every year. That's too
high, and it's why ice is melting, drought is
spreading, forests are dying.

The last number, 350 is the most important
number in the world — it's what scientists say is
the safe upper limit for carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere. Leading climate specialists from Al
Gore to the U.N.’s top climate scientists have
now embraced this goal as necessary for
stabilizing the planet and preventing disaster.

Is 350 scientifically possible? Yes. The first
task is to stop putting more carbon dioxide into
the atmosphere. That means a very fast
transition to solar, wind and other renewable
forms of energy.

Is 350 politically possible? It will be very hard.
It means switching off fossil fuels much
more quickly than governments and
corporations have been planning.

LWVChicago will be studying this problem further
during this program year.

If you are interested in this subject, contact Pat

Graunke
Condensed from 350.0rg

Pat Graunke
Vice-president and Natural Resources
cochair with Margaret Herring

REDISTRICTING

LWVIL and its coalition partners were unable to
obtain enough signatures to put the Fair Map
Amendment on the November ballot. There is,
however, activity in which we can participate
when various governmental bodies begin to use
the 2010 Census data to redraw political
boundaries.

LWVIL has a position on State Redistricting:

“Support for a redistricting process which
is timely, orderly and meets the basic
criteria relating to population,
compactness and contiguity and the
requirements of the 1965 U.S. Voting
Rights Act and subsequent
amendments.”

LWV members and the public should be made
aware of the current redistricting process and let
our legislators know that we are watching them
at work.

LWV Cook County also has a position on the
Cook County Board Districts:

The Cook County Board will be redrawing its
districts and LWVChicago will be working with
LWV Cook County to observe the process and
provide input. More information will be
forthcoming in the next Chicago Voter. There will
be a briefing session on this topic on
September 25". Contact Helene Gabelnick
(heleneg@umich.edu) for more information and
to volunteer to work on this project.

Feelene Gabelnich

Vice President

HEALTH ISSUES

The September Voter will contain several items
from our Health Chair, Clara Fleming. This is
one issue on which we have had some effect on
the legislation which passed during this session
of Congress. It is an issue on which we must
remain informed and up-to-date so that we may
inform others about facts, not fiction. We have a
Health Care position, now we need to support it.
Please work with us to keep the public aware of
the issues.



TENTATIVE PROGRAM SCHEDULE
SOCIAL POLICY/JOBS/HOUSING COMMITTEE

September A Look at the Chicago Housing
Authority

The Rules: How to Get In and What Can Put

You Out. Lee Etta Clark

October Follow The Money:

Check out which houses are being worked on

with  Stimulus Money and Neighborhood

Stabilization Funds. A look at the results so far.
Howie Hartman

November  Jobs: CJC/WIA?
Where are they and will they be green?
Marcia Cowing

December  Special Report:
lllinois State Funding for Human Services in
Context from CTBA. Lois Snyder

January Sweet Home Chicago

Herb Ziegeldorf

February Childhood Poverty, Food Insecurity:
Obama’s goal to alleviate childhood hunger by
2015. Florence Weiman

March: Mortgages:
Lisa Madigan’s Lawsuit against Nation-Wide
Mortgages: Money Herbert Ziegeldorf

April: Briefing:

PETRA  (Preservation Enhancement and

Transformation of Rental Assistance)

Herman Bonner, Speaker

President of National Alliance of HUD Tenants
Entire Committee

May Housing Round-Up
Entire Committee

All of the above meetings are open to League
members and their friends. Lois Snyder,

LWV CHICAGO BOOK CLUB
We d n easyd,
6 p.Lme.ague

Welcome to the LWVChicago’s new Book Club!
The book to be discussed at our first meeting is
Jane Addams: Spiribyiauthdrcliooise
W. Knight. This book is scheduled for release in
September, but Louise will have it available for
purchase at our August 26 Celebration of
Women’s Equality Day. The plan is to meet on
the fourth Wednesday of each month at 6 p.m. if
that proves to be convenient for those who want
participate.

chaﬂhe

September
Of fice

We hope to see you on September 29 to discuss
the book and plan for future books. Come with
your book suggestions to get our Book Club off
to a good start. Please email
bernicefortini@yahoo.com for questions and to
indicate your interest.

LUNCH WITH THE LEAGUE

This year a number of the “Lunch with the
League” programs will focus on Water,
Environment, and Climate Change and include
other topics. We will usually meet at the League
office from 12:15 PM to 1:15 PM.

Wednesday September 15" — The BP Oil Spill —
The guest speaker will be Bill Simes who is a
Scene-Coordinator  with  EPA’s  Superfund
Division.

Wednesday, October 13" — Climate Change —
This is a Field Trip to the Field Museum where
we will have a personal tour of the new special
exhibition on Climate Change. The cost is Adults
$29.00, Seniors $20.00 plus $5.00 to the
Exhibition. (If you are a museum member or get
a pass from the Chicago Public Library, the cost
is just $5.00.) Space may be limited so make
your reservation ASAP. (Tour arranged by
Beverly Meyer)

Wednesday, November 10" — Food Safety — We
will have a speaker from the Food and Drug
Administration. Lately this has been a hot topic
in the media and we need to educate ourselves.

Please make your reservations for these events
Preslwvchicago@gmail.com - 312-939-5935x28.

Bernice Fortir

SAVE THE DATEIN 201 1

March 18, 2011.

This is our BIG fund raiser for the Education

2 Bund. We are expecting Toni Preckwinkle as the

keynote speaker. The State of the City
Committee will meet again on August 12" at
9:30 am to work the lists of donors and to begin
considering a corporate sponsor.

Anyone interested in helping in this important
activity for the LWVChicago is welcome to join
the committee. We always need people, with
ideas; with hands to stick labels on envelopes
and letters; and with a willingness to do some
calling as follow-up.

Bernice Fortini and Pat

St at ei foyfintetben sC comi ng
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