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Problems With Voting Today
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#1 - Voter turnout is TOO low
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Voter Turnout is way, way, WAY too low

-2012 presidential election: 58.2% of 

the eligible voting population
-In 2016, there was a slight 

increase to 60.1% of the eligible 

Fairvote/PewResearch



#2 - Voter turnout is TOO low, especially for youth

5



Guess what?!
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-Youth voter turnout is EVEN 

LOWER!

-Nationwide, only 28.2% of young people (ages 

18–29) voted in the 2018 midterm elections.

Starting to get better…but still bad
Civicyouth.org



#3 - People don’t feel like their voice will be 
heard
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People Don’t Feel Their Voice will be heard
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-57% of all Americans: “politics and 

elections are controlled by people 

with money and by big corporations,” 

so it does not matter if they vote.

-66% of young people are among 

the most likely to feel pessimistic 

about the worth of their vote.

P.R.R.I
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And…

#4 - The process is flawed
#5 - Vitriolic political culture 

#6 - Candidates don’t represent them 
#7 - Couldn’t care less

#8 - Even if a candidate wins, constituents are 
NOT satisfied

ETC.



Sad? Disappointed? Angry?

 Of course you are!!
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SOLUTION…
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RANKED-CHOICE VOTING



How does Ranked-Choice Voting work?
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1. Voters rank his/her preferred candidate (if 
they want)
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2. If the winner has more than 50% then he or 
she is the WINNER!
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If not…then



3. Candidate with the fewest first-preference votes is 
eliminated and second preference choices are 

allocated to remaining candidates
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4. This process is repeated until either 2 
people remain OR someone obtains a 

majority of votes
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What Do We Have Now?
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Plurality (winner take all) NOW Majority (IDEAL RCV)

- Winner declared <50% of 
vote

- Require winner to have >50% 
of the votes

-Does not have support from 
most citizens

- Represents most of the 
electorate

- High voter dissatisfaction and 
reduced future turnout

- Higher voter satisfaction and 
participation 
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Does this Ranked-Choice Voting 
method even work????
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YES!!!!!



Even Illinois has RCV overseas to rank their candidates!



Results!
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Voter turnout surpassed expectations 
in all three jurisdictions in Santa Fe, 
San Fransisco, and Maine

Implementation of RCV was 
smooth/inexpensive (re: Maine)

In San Francisco, turnout reached 
52.6%, far higher than 29.7% before 
RCV Avoids run-off elections and negative 

advertising

RCV helped elect more people of color 
in San Francisco - 37% to 72% and even 
more women/women of color hold 
office



No voting system is perfect, but RCV 
is the most pragmatic and we have 

already seen it!
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THANK YOU!

Questions??

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P10PFuBFVL8

For an example of how RCV works:
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